THE WORK OF GOD

John 9:4

The work of God involves…

 VI.  CONQUORING SATAN:   1 Peter 5:8
      A.  Satan is our Adversary:

           1.  He's not our Friend, but our Foe:  (his crowd's not your friend)

           2.  He's a constant Fuss or Fight:  (you can't get along with him)

           3.  He's not For us, he's wants us to Fail:   Rom 8:31
      B.  Satan's Appearance:   
           1.  He has a Persuasive Personality:

           2.  He's as Pretty as a Picture:  (the most beautiful angel Created)

           3.  He Poses as a Preacher:   2 Cor 11:14&15
      C.  Satan is Active:   "walketh about seeking whom he may devour"
           1.  He's not Chained:   Cp Rev 20:1-3
           2.  He's Conscious:   (he's not comatose)

           3.  He's Committed:   

      D.  Satan is an Accuser:   Satan accuses us…

           1.  To our Father:   Rev 12:10
           2.  Fervently:   (put his all and all into it)

           3.  Falsely:   (or it should be false)

      E.  Satan is an Afflicter:   Matt 24:9

           1.  He Torments:

           2.  He Terrorizes:   2 Tim 1:7
           3.  He Taunts and Teases:

      F.  We have an Advocate:   1 John 2:1&2

           1.  He's our Propitiation:

           2.  He Pleads our case:

           3.  He's our Protection:
      G.  Satan is going to the Abyss:   
           1.  He is going to Bow:   Phil 2:10&11
           2.  He is going to be Banished:

           3.  He is going to Burn:   Rev 20:10
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VII.  CONFIRMING HIS SALVATION:   2 Timothy 1:12  Notice the…

      A.  Believer's Confidence:   Notice Paul's…
           1.  Declaration of Faith:   "I know--and am persuaded"
           2.  Demonstration of Fellowship:   "I know whom I have believed"
           3.  Dependence on the Father:   "He is able to keep"
           4.  Death without Fear:   "against that day"
      B.  Blaspheming Crowd:   These deny…
           1.  God's Power:   1 Peter 1:5  Romans 1:16
           2.  Grace's Provision:   Romans 4:4; 11:6; 5:20
           3.  Gospel Preaching:   1 Cor 15:1-4  Gal 1:8&9
           4.  The Great Payment:   1 Peter 2:24  Phil 2:7&8
      C.  Bloody Cross:   Romans 5:6-8  The cross is the center of God's… 
           1.  "Purpose for us"   Gal 1:4
           2.  "Power in us"   Gal 2:19&20
           3.  "Promise to us"   Gal 3:13
           4.  "Provision for us"   Gal 5:22-24

God has a cross for each of us.   Matt 16:24  Mark 8:34  Luke 9:23
      D.  Bible Conversion:   1 John 5:13  Have you ever…
           1.  Realized you are a Sinner:   Romans 3:10&23
           2.  Recognized Christ as the only way to be Saved:  Acts 4:12 Jn 14:6
           3.  Repented of your Sins:   Luke 13:3

           4.  Received Christ as your Saviour:   John 1:12  Rev 3:20
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IIX.  COMPELLING THE SOULWINNER:   Luke 14:16-23

We're using these verses to encourage you to become a soulwinner, notice…

      A.  The Saviour's Expectation:   V:17  "Come"

           1.  A Prepared Table:  (Salvation, Second Coming, Soulwinning)

           2.  A Personal Testimony:   (what Christ has done for you)

           3.  A Past Time:   (some think Soulwinning is part time or its too late)
Jesus expects everyone to be soulwinners, notice…

      B.  The Slothful's Excuses:   V:18-20   Notice…
           1.  The Business Man's excuse…his "Wealth"   V:18
           2.  The Working Man's excuse…his "Work"   V:19
           3.  The Family Man's excuse…his "Wife"   V:20

      C.  The Soulwinner's Enthusiasm:   V:21  Burdened people will…
           1.  Find the People:   "streets and lanes"
           2.  Follow a Plan:  
           3.  Fix any Problem:

      D.  The Shameful Example:   V:22&23  "yet there is room"
           1.  These are Excuses, not Reasons:   V:17-20
           2.  The Expediency of the Reprimand:   V:21  "go out quickly"

           3.  The End Result:   "that my house may be filled"

A lady was asked why she didn't go to church… she'd never been asked!
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  V.  COMFORTING THE SORROWING:   2 Cor 7:1-11  Sorrow was…

      A.  Caused by Satan:   (everybody was happy in the garden)
      B.  Conflicts with the Scriptures:   1 John 1:4  John 10:10
Sorrow will come, but it ought not to stay!!!

      C.  Continues because of Sin:   Genesis 3:16&17

      D.  Common to all Saints: 

      E.  Carried by the Saviour:   Isaiah 53: 4

      F.  Comforted by the Spirit:   2 Cor 1:3&4
      G.  Concurrent with Service:   (there will be some sad times)
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 IV.  CONFORMING US TO THE SAVIOUR:   Romans 8:28-31

How does God conform us to the Saviour?  He does it thru…

      A.  Scriptural Principles:   V:28   Principles of…

           1.  Unfailing Gospel:   Isa 55:11  (not only convert, but change)
           2.  Unfathomable Grace:

           3.  Unflinching Goodness:   Heb 12:9-11
           4.  Unforeseeable Guard:   V:29  Prov 15:3

      B.  Spiritual People:

           1.  They Love you:
           2.  They Lead you:   1 Cor 4:16  1 Cor 11:1  Phil 3:17
           3.  They Look-out for you:
           4.  They Learn you:  (they find out what you need and help you get it)

      C.  Supernatural Power:   V:29-31  Rom 1:16   Goes beyond…
           1.  "Reason"   (can't be explained, must be imputed)

           2.  "Resistance"   (can't be excluded, must be included)

           3.  "Reformation"   (can't be external, must be internal)

           4.  "Religion"   (can be expected, not inspected)
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 IX.  CERTAIN STANDARDS:   Isaiah 59:19  Standards concerning…

      A.  Actions:   1 Cor 10:31   Our actions send a message about our…
           1.  Conversion:   (people judge by what they see)

           2.  Consecration:   (how zealous you are)

           3.  Church:   (what your church stands for and believes)

      B.  Attitudes:   Our attitudes sends a message, notice…
           1.  It should be Positive:

           2.  It should be Pleasant:

           3.  It should never Pharisaic:

      C.  Appearance:   This also sends a message, notice…
           1.  It should be Modest:   1 Tim 2:9  (not in excess)
           2.  Not always Modern:   (some new fashions and hairdo's are fine)

           3.  It should Magnify Christ:   (what the lost think when they see you)

      D.  Associates:   1 Cor 5:11   Some run with the…
           1.  Wrong Crowd:   (those lost sinners)

           2.  Worldly Crowd:   (those that won't separate   2 Thess 3:6)
           3.  Wayward Crowd:   (those that are out of church)   " a brother"
      E.  Ambitions:   Some ambitions are…
           1.  Lofty, but they should honor Christ:

           2.  Lucrative, but they should honor Christ:

           3.  Low, these will never honor Christ:

      F.  Affections:   
           1.  What we Love:

           2.  What we Long for:

           3.  What will Last:   1 John 2:15-17
      G.  Alliance:   Those you join up with, some give allegiance to…
           1.  Liberals:

           2.  Legalists:

           3.  Lost:   2 Cor 6:14-16 
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  X.  CALMING THE STORMS:   Mark 4:35-41   Storms of life can…

      A.  Come up Suddenly:

           1.  Unexpected:

           2.  Unavoidable:

           3.  Uncanny:   (mysterious, just can't explain it)   Acts 27:14
      B.  Can be Severe:   Storms can severely affect our…
           1.  Finances:   (storms can destroy damage things)
           2.  Families:   (storms can be deadly)
           3.  Faith:   (storms can discourage)   "Text" V:38&40
      C.  Concur Simultaneously:

           1.  More than one "Place"

           2.  More than one "Pass"   (it may come back again and again)

           3.  For more than one "Purpose"   (God is trying to do something)

      D.  Change Significantly:   Storms can…
           1.  Change in their "Power"   (weaken or intensify)

           2.  Change in their "Progress"   (stand still or move)

           3.  God sends storms to change "People"

We need to keep focused on the Saviour, and not on the storm.
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III.  CHANGING OUR STATUS:   

How does God change our status?  Notice…
      A.  Our Past:   We were…   1 Cor 6:9-10
           1.  Enemies:   Rom 5:10   (Hated Christ, church, clergy, Christians)   
           2.  Enmity:   Eph 2:15&16  Jms 4:4  (the opposite of love, agape)
           3.  Enslaved:   Romans 6:16  (to sin, satan, society, self)
           4.  Earthborn:   John 3:6&7  Psm 51:5  1 Peter 1:23
Eph 2:1   Eph 2:8&9

      B.  Our Potential:   Without Christ we could never be…

           1.  Fully Successful:  (no matter how rich or famous)

           2.  Free from Satan:  (no matter how much you resist or fight)

           3.  Fit for Salvation:  (no matter what religion or family)

           4.  Flawless or Sinless:  (no matter how much you repent or fast) 

Without Christ and salvation, you're a looser!!!
      C.  Our Present:   1 Cor 6:11  2 Cor 5:17   We were…

           1.  "Foes" now we're "Friends"

           2.  "Fussing" now we "Fellowship"
           3.  "Fettered" now we're "Free"

           4.  "Faulty" now we're "Forgiven"

God changed my status from "sinner" to "saint"
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 II.  CLEANSING FROM SIN:   

How does God cleanse from sin?   By His…

      A.  Body:   Heb 10:5&10   Notice His body…
          1.  Conceived:   Isa 7:14  Matt 1:23
          2.  Consecrated:   Romans 12:1&2
          3.  Crucified:   1 Peter 2:24  Col 1:20-22    Cor 5:21
          4.  Church:   Eph 5:30  Matt 5:13  Lev 2:13  Num 18:19
His Body was Abused for our cleansing!
      B.  Bible:   (inspired, inerrant, infallible)
          1.  The Bible "Washes"   Eph 5:26&27  John 15:3
          2.  The Bible "Warns"   

          3.  The Bible "Whips"

          4.  The Bible is not "Weak"   Heb 4:12
The Bible makes us Aware of our need of cleansing!
      C.  Blood:   1 John 1:7  Rev 1:5  Notice His blood…
          1.  Is "Pure"   (our blood is Contaminated)

          2.  Is "Purging"   (His blood cleanses the Conscience  Heb 9:14) 
          3.  Is "Perpetual"   (His blood cleanses Continuously)

          4.  Is "Permanent"   (His blood never will Cease)

The Blood takes our sin Away!

      D.  Baptism:   1 Peter 3:21   Baptism is…

          1.  For Believers:

          2.  The Beginning:   (first step of obedience)

          3.  Is Biblical:

          4.  It's not a Bath, it's a Burial:   Rom 6:4  Col 2:12   
To say Baptism saves is Apostasy!
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XI.  COMMISSIONING THE SERVANT:   Luke 10:1-6
Notice first of all the…

      A.  Task:   V:2   This marvelous task involves…
           1.  Evangelizing the World:   Matt 28:19&20
           2.  Edifying the Weak:   Gal 6:1&2
           3.  Encouraging the Weary:   Gal 6:9
           4.  Expanding the Work:   1 Chronicles 4:10
      B.  Terms:   V:2-4   We must do the work of God regardless of…
           1.  The Discouragement:   V:2   (lack of help is frustrating)
           2.  The Dangers:   V:3   (fears)   2 Tim 1:7
           3.  The Distance:   (no matter how far)
           4.  The Devil:   (he will fight you)

      C.  Time:   John 4:35   Its time to serve God…
           1.  Not "Nap" time:   Prov 6:9   Romans 13:11
           2.  The "Night" is coming:   John 9:4   (Jesus is coming)
           3.  The "Need" is great:   "the fields are white unto harvest"
           4.  Is "Now":   "say not three months"
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XII.  COMPLETEING WHAT HE STARTS:   Philippians 1:6

God is never "Half Hearted", He completed His work concerning…

      A.  Creation:   Notice God's creation…
           1.  Was "Perfect"   Gen 2:1  Psm 18:30  Ezek 28:13-15  Matt 5:48
           2.  Is for a "Purpose"   Isa 45:18   God always has a purpose.
           3.  God's creation has been "Polluted"  (the filth of sin, man, earth)

      B.  Conversion:

Jesus never "Half-Heartedly"…
           1.  Convicts of Sin:   (He totally convinced me)

           2.  Changes the Sinner:   2 Cor 5:17
           3.  Cares for the Saints:   Phil 4:19
      C.  His "Course":   John 4:34  John 19:30  John 8:29  2 Tim 4:7  

Paul "Whole Heartedly" tried to… 
           1.  "Glorified the Saviour"   1 Cor 10:31
           2.  "Get people Saved"   Acts 20:31
           3.  "Ground the Saints"   Acts 20:20

      D.  Church:   Matt 16:18  Jesus will complete the church, notice…
           1.  The Founder is Christ:   (He is the Builder)

           2.  The Foundation is Christ:   (He is the Base) 

           3.  The Fortifier is Christ:   (He is the Battlement)
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I.  CALLING THE SINNER:   Matthew 9:13   Luke 19:10  

How does God call the sinner?

      A.  By Preaching:  "Teaching?"  1 Cor 1:21  Rom 10:13-17   Preaching…
          1.  The "Word of God"   (not sad stories, or statistics Rom 10:17)
          2.  The "Wonders of Grace"   Eph 2:8&9   Titus 2:11&12   2 Tim 1:9
          3.  The "Wrath is Great"   Matthew 13:42
          4.  The "World is Guilty"   Rom 3:10; 23   Isa 64:6   Psm 51:5
       The Preacher:
· The man:   1 Tim 3:1&2
· The mandate:   2 Tim 4:2  "preach the word"
· The message:   "the gospel"

      B.  By People:   "Testimony"   Matt 5:16   Prov 11:30   Dan 12:3  People...  

          1.  Must put God first:  Matt 6:33
          2.  Must live before them:  Heb 12:1  1 Pet 3:1-2  1 Cor 7:14  Col 4:5
          3.  Must get under subjection:   Heb 13:17  Eph 6:1  Eph 5:21
          4.  Must be faithful:   Heb 10:25  1 Cor 4:2
      C.  The Printed Page:   "Tracts"
          1.  Tracts are Portable and Small:

          2.  Tracts should be Plain and Simple:

          3.  Tracts Preach a Sermon:

          4.  Tracts Perform and Succeed:   
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