PEACE

Ephesians 2:14-18

We have a...

  V.  GUARANTEE OF PEACE:   Isaiah 26:3   Notice...

      A.  The Pledge Contained in the Contract:      

  Comes from the Father:   "Thou"

           1.  God is Sovereign:   Eph 3:20

           2.  God is Supernatural:   Phil 4:7  (unexplainable)

           3.  God is Sinless:   James 1:17   Titus 1:2  "cannot lie"

      B.  The Peace that is Complete and all Conclusive:

  Comes Flawless:   "Perfect Peace"
           1.  Faultless:

           2.  Fair:   (has no respect of persons)

           3.  Full:   

      C.  The Person that Comprehends and Continues:

  Comes from being Focused:   "whose mind is stayed on thee"
           1.  Focused Clearly:   "whose mind"   Phil 4:8

           2.  Focused Constantly:  "is stayed" 

           3.  Focused on Christ:   "on thee"

      D.  The Provisions and Conditions are Clear:

  Comes by Faith:   "because he trusteth in thee"
           1.  Faith is the "Fundamental Requirement"

           2.  Faith has no "Feasible Restrictions"   Mk 9:2

           3.  Faith  has no "Forbidden Recipients"
  Matthew 6:33
PEACE

Ephesians 2:14-18

 VI.  GATEWAY TO PEACE:   Phil 4:6&7  How do we enter this peace?

Notice the…

      A.  Enemies of Peace:   “You can Exit this peace”

           1.  Circumstances going Wrong:

           2.  Carnality and Worldliness:

           3.  Constant Worry:   V:6  “be careful for nothing”   Romans 14:23

      B.  Earmark of Peace:   It is characterized by…

           1.  Calmness:

           2.  Composure:

           3.  Control:

      C.  Effects of Peace:   Others will know that you are…

           1.  Really Saved:

           2.  Reading the Scripture:   Psm 119:165

           3.  Relying on the Saviour:   Phil 4:19

      D.  Elements of Peace:   It consists of…

           1.  Joy:

           2.  Jubilation:

           3.  Judgment:   (you’ll keep anything out that disturbs this peace)

      E.  Enormity of Peace:

           1.  Bigger than any Trouble:

           2.  Better than any Treasure:

           3.  Beyond any Telling:

      F.  Experiencing of Peace:   This peace comes by having…

           1.  Right Priorities:

           2.  Regular Prayer:

           3.  Relentless Perseverance:

      G.  Eligibility of Peace:   You must be "saved",  You must…

           1.  Recognize you're a Sinner:

           2.  Repent of your Sin:

           3.  Receive the Saviour:
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VII.  GREATNESS OF PEACE:   Psm 119:165   Thank God…
      A.  You have an Opportunity:   This peace can be “Realized”
      B.  You have to be Obedient:   This peace is not for the “Rebellious”

      C.  You are entitled to your Opinion:   This peace is “Real”

      D.  You will have Opposition:   There will be “Retaliation”

      E.    No one  is Omitted:   This peace is for all the “Redeemed”
      F.  You have an Option:   This peace can be “Rejected”

      G.  You have seen it Operating:   This peace can be “Restored” 
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Notice the...

 IV.  THE GIFT OF PEACE:   James 1:17   Notice the...

      A.  Generosity of God's Son in Planning Peace:  (beyond explanation)

           1.  Jesus Voluntarily Surrendered to the Conditions:   John 10:17&18

           2.  Jesus Vicariously Suffered on the Cross:

           3.  Jesus Vividly Showed His Compassion:

           4.  Jesus Vindicated the Sinner on Calvary:

Jesus was willing to give whatever it took so that we could have peace. 

      B.  Greatness of God's Supply in Providing Peace:  (beyond exhaustion)

           1.  Its an Abundant Supply:  (enough for everyone)

           2.  Its an Appropriate Supply:  (enough for every situation)

           3.  Its an Abiding Supply:  (enough to last, doesn't have to end)

           4.  Its an Appealing Supply:  (this should appeal to everyone)

      C.  Grace of God's Spirit in Proclaiming Peace:  (beyond expression)

           1.  He gave us the Bible:   Notice the Bible...

     a. Instructs   (It teaches us how to proclaim the "God of Peace")

     b. Illuminates   (It shows us how to minister the "Gospel of Peace")

     c. Inspires   (It motivates us to obtain the "Giver of Peace")

           2.  He gave us this Blessing:

           3.  He gives peace on the Battlefield:   (where it is really needed)

           4.  He gave us this peace to be a Beacon:   (it should show)
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  III.  GOSPEL OF PEACE:   Rom 10:15   Eph 6:15   "Good News" 

  This peace is always...

      A.  Available:   

           1.  Whenever its Needed:   
           2.  Whatever is Necessary:   
           3.  Whoever is Named:   
      B.  Adequate:   Whoever heard of something being half adequate?

           1.  Any Situation:

           2.  Any Season:

           3.  Any Sinner or Saint: 

      C.  Abundant:   More than enough...

           1.  Pardon:   Isaiah 55:7   John 10:10   

           2.  Provision:   Phil 4:19   Psm 132:15   Psm 37:25   

           3.  Passion:   Jer 31:3

      D.  Affordable:   Isaiah 55:1-3   Peace is without price but...

           1.  Priceless:   

           2.  Purchasable:  Not with money!!!   Romans 12:1&2 

           3.  Paid for:   

      Matthew 6:33
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VIII. GUIDANCE OF PEACE:   Col. 3:15   Notice this peace is to…

      A.  Rule:   The Peace of  God should rule…

           1.  “Scripturally”   (it had better line up with the Bible)

           2.  Never “Solely”   (feeling good is not always a sign to go ahead)

           3.  As a “Safeguard”   (better to be safe than sorry)

      B.  Referee:   Lets you know when you’re…

           1.  Out of Bounds:  (1st down or touchdown, you must be in bounds)

           2.  Over the Limits:  (you can hit ball a mile, if it is foul, its no good)

           3.  Off Sides:  (line up off sides and the play is called back)

      C.  Restrict:

           1.  When in “Doubt” …“Don’t”  (don’t know where the boundary is)

           2.  When “Discouraged”…”Don’t”

           3.  When peace is “Disturbed”…”Don’t”

      D.  Reprove:   This peace will…

           1.  Criticize You:   Will “Scold” you”

           2.  Convict You:   Will not “Spare” you

           3.  Correct You:   Will “Subdue” you

      E.  Redirect:           

           1.  Get you back on “Track”

           2.  Get you back in ”Touch”

           3.  Get you out of “Trouble”

      F.  Is Rational:   “Acts in accordance with reason”

           1.  Never Haphazardly:   (aimless, accidental)

           2.  Never Harebrained:    (foolish, irresponsible)

           3.  Never Happy-go-lucky:   (unconcerned)

      G.  Is Reliable:   Notice… 

           1.  This Peace has been “Tried”

           2.  This Peace is can always be “Trusted”

           3.  This Peace is here for the “Taking”
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IX.  GRATITUDE FOR PEACE:   1 Thessalonians 5:18

      A.  We have an Obligation:  I'm thankful this peace is…
           1.  Supplied by God:   

           2.  Sustained by Grace:   

           3.  Surely Genuine:   

      B.  This Peace can be Obtained:

           1.  Have you Experienced it?

           2.  Are you Enjoying it?

           3.  Are you Excited about it?

      C.  This Peace should Overflow:

           1.  We should Delight in it:

           2.  We should Distribute it:

           3.  We should never Disregard it: 

      D.  This Peace is being Observed:  (others are watching)

           1.  The Wicked Detest it:

           2.  The World Denies it:

             3.  The Weak Desire it:
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 II.  THE GIVER OF PEACE:  John 14:2  2 Cor 1:3  God gives peace by… 

      A.  Resurrected Saviour:   Hebrews 7:25  He ever...

           1.  Liveth:  Revelation 1:18   Rev 2:8

           2.  Loveth:

           3.  Listeneth:   Isaiah 59:1

      B.  Relieving Sorrow:   Heb 4:15&16

           1.  He is "Touched" and has "Feelings" 

           2.  He has been "Tempted" but has not "Fallen"

           3.  He is on the "Throne" and cannot "Fail"   V:16

      C.  Renewing Strength:   Isaiah 40:29-31  You will get weary, notice...

           1.  The Secret of Strength:   "wait upon the Lord"  (rest in expectation)
           2.  The Source of Strength:  "The Lord"
           3.  The Stability of Strength:   "and not faint"

      D.  Remission of Sin:   Romans 5:1   There is Peace in...

           1.  Admission of Fault:   Romans 3:23
           2.  Acknowledging Failure:   1 John 1:7

           3.  Asking for Forgiveness:   1 John 1:9

      E.  Rebuking Satan:   Rebuke:  to restrain; put to silence;  Webster 1828

           1.  Satan will Attack and Destroy:   1 Peter 5:8

           2.  Our Saviour is Able to Defend:

           3. The Scripture is the Answer for the Devil:   Matt 4:1-10

      F.  Rearranging Situations:  "Providential care"  Notice God's...

           1.  Foreknowledge:  Romans 8:28&29

           2.  Faithfulness:

           3.  Fairness:   Rom 2:11   Col 3:25   1 Pet 1:17

      G.  Redeeming the Sinner:   No peace without...

           1.  Salvation:   

           2.  Security:   2 Tim 1:12
           3.  Supply:   Phil 4:19
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  I.  GOD OF PEACE:   Hebrews 13:20   Romans 15:33  He is the...

      A.  Author of the Record that Establishes Peace:   Heb 12:2

           1.  He Wrote the Book on Peace:   Psm 119:165
           2.  He Won the Battle for Peace:   
           3.  His Wisdom is the Bond of Peace:   (He knows what it takes)

      B.  Authority on the Requirements to Experience Peace:

           1.  Jesus Wrought by His Blood our Peace:   Col 1:20
           2.  Jesus Wonderfully Bought our Peace:   Eph 4:3

           3.  Jesus Willingly Bestows His Peace:   John 14:27
      C.  Antidote for the Renewing of Eroding Peace:

    Sin Destroys, Satan Distracts, Society Dilutes our Peace, notice...

           1.  Our Adversary:   1 Peter 5:8

           2.  Our Advocate:   1 John 2:1

           3.  Our Abounding:   Romans 15:13  Rom 5:1  Phil 4:7  Isa 26:3  

      D.  Advice for the Rejecters of this Essential Peace:   You'll have a...

           1.  Your Life will be Melancholy:

           2.  Your Labor will be Meaningless:

           3.  Your Love will be Mundane:
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