Studies in Nehemiah

Chapter 4

Spiritual Wisdom for Spiritual Workers, Notice they…

  I.  RECOGNIZED THE DANGERS AROUND THEM:   Notice…

      A.  They Fought Criticism:   V:1-3

      B.  They Fought Conspiracy:   V:7&8  (devil's crowd is in one accord)

      C.  They Fought Complaining:   V:10-12
 II.  RELEIED ON DEITY ABOVE THEM:

      A.  The Leader Prayed:   V:4&5; 9a

      B.  The Labourers were Pessimistic:   V:10  (some think we're too far gone)

      C.  The Lord Provided:   V:15

III.  RESPONDED TO THE DUTIES ASSIGNED THEM:

      A.  They were united in the "Process" of the work:   V:6

      B.  They were united in the "Protection" of the work:   V:9

      C.  They were united in the "Progress" of the work:   V:13-18; '23'

 IV.  REMEMBERED THE DEPRAVITY ABOUT THEM:   V:14

      A.  They were fighting for their "Faith"

      B.  They were fighting for their "Families"

      C.  They were fighting for their "Future"
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Chapter 5:9; 15

"Fear of God"  Reverential trust with a hatred of evil; putting God first.

  I.  SOME DESIRE TO FEAR GOD:   Neh 1:11
      A.  They "Respect" God:

      B.  They "Remember" what God has done for them:
      C.  They are "Real"

 II.  SOME DISGUISE THEIR FEAR OF GOD:   They are either…

      A.  Masquerading:  (hypocrites)

      B.  Misinformed:  (some think they fear God, but they don't)

      C.  Mocking:  (television preachers)

III.  SOME HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE FEAR OF GOD:   V:9

      A.  Some have "Backslide"

      B.  Some are "Bitter"   Heb 12:15

      C.  Some are helping the "Blasphemers"   2 Sam 12:14

 IV.  SOME DEMONSTRATE THE FEAR OF GOD:   V:15

      A.  The Fear of God "Restrains"  (some things won't be done)

      B.  The Fear of God "Reproves"  (others are convicted)

      C.  The Fear of  God is "Remedial"  (It fixes things)

  V.  SOME DELIGHT IN FEARING GOD:   The Fear of God brings…

      A.  Glory and Praise:  (the touch of God)

      B.  God's Peace:

      C.  Great Pleasure:

 VI.  SOME DETEST THE FEAR OF GOD:

      A.  These Hate God:

      B.  These are Haughty against God:  (their arrogance shows)

      C.  These are Hardened by sin:   
VII.  SOME ARE DECIEVED CONCERNING THE FEAR OF GOD:

      A.  Some don't believe that God has "All Power"  (can deal with your sin)

      B.  Some don't believe that God is "Always Present"  (can see your sin)

      C.  Some don't believe that God is "Absolutely Pure"  (will not tolerate sin)
  No walls will be built without the "Fear of God"
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Chapter 5

This chapter deals with problems within the group, notice the…

  I.  COMPLAINT OF THE PEOPLE:   V:1-5

      A.  Lack of Food:   V:2  (spiritual food)

      B.  Land of Famine:   V:3   Amos 8:11   James 1:22  

     C.  Loss of Finances:   V:4&5  (taxes and living expenses were high)

 II.  CONFRONTATION THAT WAS PAINFUL:   V:6-11  Notice…

      A.  Righteous Indignation:   V:6   Eph 4:26  (preacher has feelings too)

      B.  Rebuke was Intense:   V:7   1 Tim 5:20

      C.  Reproach was Immense:   V:9  (lost world is looking and talking)
III.  CORRECTION OF THE PROBLEM:   V:12-13

      A.  Their Repentance:   V:12

      B.  Their Reconciliation:   V:12   Matt 5:23&24

      C.  Their Restitution:   V:13

IV.  THE CONDUCT OF THE PREACHER:   V:14-19

      A.  He didn't act like a politician who asks, "What is popular?"

      B.  He didn't act like a diplomat who asks, "What is safe?"

      C.  Nehemiah was a good preacher who said, "What was right!"
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Chapter 4:1-11

Notice…

  I.  THE MOCKERS WERE PERSISTANT:   V:1  Notice…

      A.  Their Anger:   V:1

      B.  Their Association:  V:2  (the crowd they recruited)

      C.  Their Arrogance:   V:3  (they make fun of us)

They were there at the start, and are here now, and they'll be here tomorrow.

 II.  THE MAN OF PRAYER:   V:4  His approach to God was…

      A.  A Humble Approach:   1 Peter 5:6  

      B.  An Honest Approach:   (generic or general)
      C.  An Honored Approach:   "Our Father…hallowed be thy name"

III.  THEIR MIRACLIOUS PROTECTION:   V:7&8  

They were vulnerable, but in spite of the enemy's…
      A.  Plans God protected them:

      B.  Power God protected them:  (outnumbered)

      C.  Predicament God protected them:   V:10&13

 IV.  THE MISTREATMENT THAT THEY PONDERED:   V:10&11

      A.  Their mistreatment "Stalled" their Progress:

      B.  Their mistreatment didn't "Stop" their Participation:
      C.  Their mistreatment "Strengthened" the People:   Neh 4:14
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Chapter 4:6

We should have a "mind to work" because…

  I.  THE WORK IS CHRIST'S:   John 17:4

      A.  He Died for your Sins:  (remember Calvary)

      B.  He Deserves your Service:  (it's not for someone that doesn't deserve it)

      C.  He Demonstrated His Sincerity:  (your labor shows your love)

Notice…

 II.  THE WORSHIP HAD CEASED:   
      A.  God won't manifest Himself to a Dirty Servant:

      B.  God won't manifest Himself in a Disrupted Service:   1 Cor 14:40

      C.  God won't manifest Himself to a Double-minded Saint:   James 1:8; 4:8

III.  THE WALLS ARE COLLAPSED:   
      A.  The wall of Separation:  (keep you in and the enemy out)

      B.  The wall of Sanctification:  (boundaries of the Christian Life)

      C.  The wall of Salvation:  (this wall is still standing strong)

IV.  THE WORLD IS CONDEMNED:   John 3:18&19; 36  We're here to…

      A.  Enlist those that want to Labor:

      B.  Educate those that want to Learn:

      C.  Evangelize those that want the Lord:
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Chapter 6:1-14

This work is a great, notice the…

  I.  THE ALLURMENT OF THE ENEMY:   V:1-5  The enemy wants to…

Stop the moving and will of God, notice they try to get you to…

      A.  "Leave" God's work and go some other place: 

      B.  "Listen" to their gossip instead of praying:

      C.  "Look" for glory instead of preaching:

 II.  ACCUSATION OF THE ENEMY:   V:6-7  The enemy wants to…

Slander the man and work of God, notice the…

      A.  False Statement:   V:6&7
      B.  Fabricated Story:   V:8

      C.  Faithful Stand:   V:9

When the enemy is railing on your preacher or church, he's railing on you!!!

III.  THE ANSWER TO THE ENEMY:   V:3; 8-9  The enemy needs to be…

Silenced, manifested, and warned, notice the…

      A.  Response:   V:8  "There are no such things done as thou sayest"

      B.  Rebuke:   V:8  "Thou feignest them out of thine own heart"
      C.  Reason for the answer:   V:9

 IV.  THE AMBASSADOR OF THE ENEMY:   V:10-14  The enemy has…

Solicited men and women to help, notice their…

      A.  Quest to Conquer:   V:12

      B.  Quality Credentials:   V:10; 14
      C.  Questionable Compassion:   V:13

Studies in Nehemiah

Chapter 6:1-3

I cannot come down because of the divine…

  I.  CALL OF GOD:

      A.  Called to Preach by the Grace of God:   2 Tim 4:2   1 Tim 1:12

      B.  Called to Pastor this Great Group:

      C.  Called to Propagate the Gospel Globally:

 II. CONSTRAINT OF GOD:   2 Cor 5:14  I can't come down because of…

      A.  Sinners Being Lost:

      B.  Saints Benevolence and Loyalty:

      C.  Saviour's Bountiful Love:

III.  COMMAND OF GOD:   Gal 5:1   Eph 6:10-18   1 Cor 15:58  He said…

      A.  Stand fast in time of Danger, I'll Protect you:

      B.  Stand fast in time of Discouragement, I'll Pick you up:

      C.  Stand fast in time of Difficulty, I'll Pull you through:

 IV.  COMPENSATION OF GOD:   1 Cor 3:10-15   1 Cor 15:19

      A.  Rewarded for our Efforts:

      B.  Recompensing to our Enemies:   V:16

      C.  Remain for Eternity:
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Chapter 4:1-6

A mind to work is…

  I.  CREATED:   Neh 2:17&18   Created by a…

      A.  Concern for the Welfare of the Group:   V:17

      B.  Conviction for the Work of God:   V:18

      C.  Close Walk with God:   

 II.  CONSISTENT:   We must work consistently, even in a time of…

      A.  Mocking:   4:1-3

      B.  Murmuring:   
      C.  Misfortune:  (the world won't understand why you keep building)

III.  CONSTRUCTIVE:   6:15  "They built"

      A.  It shows the Greatness of God:  (a great church shows a great God)

      B.  Its success is in the Grace of God:

      C.  It should always Glorify God:

 IV.  CONFLICTING:   There will be opposition, notice the opposition…

      A.  Tried to "side track" their leader:   6:1-4  (I weigh out council)

      B.  They "severely threatened" their leader:   6:10-11

      C.  Then "slandered tenaciously" their leader:   6:12-13

This is a…

  1.  Good Work:   Neh 2:18
  2.  Great Work:   Neh 4:19; 6:3
  3.  God's Work:   Neh 2:18
This work comprised of…
  1.  Construction of the walls:   Chapters 1-7
  2.  Consecration of the people:   Chapters 8-10
  3.  Communion with God:   Chapters 11-13
We need…
  1.  Earnestness of Devotion:

  2.  Enthusiasm for the Work:

  3.  Endurance in spite of Opposition:

God give us a mind to work!!!
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Chapter Three

   I.  THE SHEEP GATE:   V:1   "Salvation"   John 10

      A.  First to be repaired:  We see a perverted salvation today!!!

      B.  No locks or bars appear to be present:   

 II.  THE FISH GATE:   V:3   "Soulwinning"   Mark 1:17

      A.  Should begin as soon as you're saved:

      B.  Should be done by all saints:

III.  THE OLD GATE:   V:6   "Old time Services"   Jer 6:16

      A.  Old fashioned Services:

      B.  Out dated Songs:

 IV.  THE VALLEY GATE:   V:13   "Solemnity"   Phil 2:5-8

      A.  Pride is what destroyed this city:   Prov 16:18

      B.  Pride will destroy this church:

  V.  THE DUNG GATE:   V:14   "Separation"   2 Cor 7:1

      A.  Place where waste and refuge was taken:

      B.  Most undesirable place in the city:

 VI.  THE FOUNTAIN GATE:   V:15   "Spirit's Fullness"  John 7:37

      A.  Church should be a place of refreshing and rejoicing:   Eph 5:18
      B.  Church should be place of repentance and renewal:

VII.  THE WATER GATE:   V:26   "The Scripture"   Psm 119:89

      A.  This gate never needed repairing:

      B.  This gate was #7, our Bible is perfect:

IIX.  THE HORSE GATE:   V:28   "Struggles"   Eph 5:11  (the fight)

      A.  Fighting the devil:

      B.  Fearless unto death:

 IX.  THE EAST GATE:   V:29   "The Second Coming"   Ezek 43:1&2

      A.  Coming to reign:

      B.  Coming to reward:   Rev 22:12

  X.  THE GATE MIPHKAD:   V: 31   "Sentencing"   Acts 17:31 

      A.  Miphkad means "appointment"   Rom 14:10   2 Cor 5:10   Heb 9:27

      B.  All will "appear"   
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Chapter 6:1-14

Notice these enemies of Nehemiah…

  I.  SANBALLAT:  His name means "The enemy is secret"
He was a "backstabber" notice…
      A.  He secretly hated Nehemiah:  (meaning of his name)  (his jealousy)
      B.  He is scornfully haughty:  (mocking destroys without fact)  (his jeering)

      C.  He sarcastically hindered the work:  (the maliciousness)  (his jargon) 

 II.  TOBIAH:  His name means "Jehovah is good"  Neh 2:10; 4:3  

He ridiculed the work, but His tactics failed because of…

      A.  Their Prayerful Determination:   Neh 2:18

      B.  The People's Diligence:   Neh 4:6

      C.  Those Personally Dedicated:   
III.  GESHEM:  His name means "pouring rain"   

He is the "Gossiper"   Neh 6:6  Gossip is like pouring rain, notice gossip is…
      A.  Dividing:

      B.  Distracting:

      C.  Defamation:  (gossip not the truth)

 IV.  NOADIAH:  Her name means "to impute falsely"   Neh 6:14   1 Tim 3:2
Nothing worse than someone to…
      A.  Falsely Accuse the Preacher:   
      B.  Falsely Assess their Progress:

      C.  Falsely Accept Pay:  (commentators say she was bribed)

  V.  SHEMAIAH:  His name means "Jehovah was heard"   Neh 6:10-13  

He tried to mislead in the…

      A.  Providence of God:  (God didn't send you here)

      B.  Protection of God:  (Don't trust God, hide in the Temple)

      C.  Perception of God:   V:12  (But God's man is not in the dark)
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Chapter 6:15

There are certain elements essential for finishing the wall, there must be a…

  I.  REALIZATION OF THE NEED:   There's no room for a…

      A.  Nonchalant Attitude:   Rev 3:14-19
      B.  Negative Attitude:

      C.  Niggardly Attitude:  (so closefisted that one grudgingly gives or spends)

 II.  RALLYING TO THE CAUSE:

      A.  United:  (without remorse)

      B.  Unconditionally:  (whatever the request)

      C.  Unhesitatingly:  (without reservation)

III.  RESISTING OPPRESSIVE FORCES:  

      A.  There are Enemies of the Cross:   Phil 3:18

      B.  We must Endure their Criticism:   2 Tim 3:12

      C.  The Lord will Encourage the Christian:

 IV.  RELYING UPON THE POWER OF PRAYER:   Notice prayer…

      A.  Opens Doors of Opportunity:

      B.  Obstructs Demonic Opposition:

      C.  Obtains Divine Oversight:
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Chapter Two

Verse 18, "come, let us rise up and build, notice…

  I.  THE PROCLAMATION OF THE KING:   V:6  King's business!

      A.  The Authority:

           1.  The word of the king

           2.  They went out in the name of the king

      B.  The Application:

           1.  The world asks…by what authority

           2.  The world is answered…the Word of God
 II.  THE PROVISION OF THE KING:   V:7&8   I'm relying on…

      A.  Sovereign Ability:   "God"   Eph 3:20   Lk 1:37

           1.  They were given what they needed

           2.  They went gladly where they were needed.  "highways & hedges"

      B.  Scriptural Assurance:   "Bible"   

           1.  Where the Lord leads, He provides   Phil 4:19
           2.  We are Lead by His presence   (wilderness)
III.  THE PREPARATION FOR THE WORK:   V:11-16

      A.  They Surveyed the Difficulties:  (if it was easy, everyone would do it)

           1.  The opposition shows the importance of the work

           2.  The opportunity shows the imperative of the work

      B.  They Settled on a Decision:

           1.  He counted the cost and saw the immensity of the work

           2.  He considered the consequences of ignoring the work

 IV.  THE PERSONNEL THAT WAS NEEDED:   V:17&18  let "us"

      A.  There was a Cause:

           1.  The walls were broken down

           2.  This was a weakness to the city

      B.  There was a Conflict:

           1.  Sanballet opposed the laborer's work

           2.  Satan opposes the Lord's work
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Chapter One
Notice …

  I.  THE PROVIDENCE:   V:1  (divine intervention)
God 
put him there for a purpose.  Esther 4:14   Gen 50:20   Rom 8:28
God put the church here for a purpose.  He put you here for a purpose!!!
 II.  THE PROBLEM :   V:2-3   Isaiah 59:19 
III.  THE PASSION OF NEHMIAH:   V:4   
 IV.  THE PRAYER:   V:5-11   1 John 5:14&15
  V.  THE PLEA OF NEHEMIAH:   V:6&7
 VI.  THE PROMISE:   V:8-9
VII.  THE PETITION:   V:10-11
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Chapter 6:15-19
The wall was finished:   V:15   John 17:4   John 19:30   2 Tim 4:7

Notice Nehemiah's…
  I.  SECRET OF SUCCESS:   Nehemiah worked…

      A.  Clear-Sightedly:   Proverbs 29:18   Heb 12:2  (focused)
      B.  Co-Operatively:   Psm 133:1-3                        (fussing)
      C.  Courageously:   Proverbs 24:10                     (fearlessly)
      D.  Confidently:   Phil 1:6   Eph 3:20                 (faithfully)
 II.  SEQUEL TO THE STORY:  A finished wall was evidence of God's…
      A.  Presence:   Neh 6:16
      B.  Protection:   
      C.  Provision:   Phil 4:19
      D.  Power:   Phil 4:13
III.  STRESS OF SUCCESS:   V:17-19  Notice the stress of…
      A.  Compromise:
      B.  Communication:  (rumors)
      C.  Commendation:  (brag on our enemies and put us down)
      D.  Criticism:  (you're not as smart as that other preacher)
.
