I.  THE APOSTASY:    V-26    It ministers "CONFUSION"
    Apostates confuse by...

      A.  TWISTING THE SCRIPTURES:

      B.  TOLERATING SIN:

      C.  TICKLING THE SENSES:
 II.  THE ANOINTING:    V-27    It ministers "CONFIDENCE"

    When apostasy confuses, the anointing...

      A.  TEACHES:    Titus 2:11&12
      B.  TRANSFORMS:    Romans 12:1&2
      C.  TRIUMPS:    John 8:32    "the truth shall make you free"
III.  THE ABIDING:    V-27b    It ministers "CONTENTMENT"

    To abide means, "to keep on keeping on" this naturally...
      A.  PRODUCES FRUITFULNESS:    John chapter 15
      B.  PROVIDES FELLOWSHIP:   

      C.  PROMISES FULFILLMENT:

IV.  THE APPEARING:    V-28    It ministers "CONSECRATION"

    His appearing brings...
      A.  CONVICTION:

      B.  CONDEMNATION:

      C.  CONFIDENCE:

THE MANNER OF FELLOWSHIP:
I John 2:29-3:3
MANNER:  OF WHAT POSSIBLE SORT.    "what kind or who with"

II Cor 6:14-16    Amos 3:3    I Cor 10:21

  I.  THE PREREQUSITE OF FELLOWSHIP IS SALVATION:    V-29
      A.  LOVE WILL BE RIGHTEOUS:

      B.  LIFE WILL BE RIGHTEOUS:

      C.  LABOR WILL BE RIGHTEOUS:

 II.  THE PRIVELEGE OF BEING SONS OF GOD:    V-1
      A.  RECIPEINTS OF GOD'S LOVE:    V-1a

      B.  RECOGNIZED BY GOD AS SONS:  (not slaves, or sinners.)  V-1b                

      C.  REJECTED BY SOCIETY:    V-1c

III.  THE PRECIOUS HOPE OF SEEING HIM:    V-2    Titus 2:13
      A.  PRESPECT:    "doth not yet appear what we shall be"
      B.  PROMISE:    "when he shall appear"
      C.  PREDESTINATION:    we shall be like him"    Rom 8:29
IV.  THE PURITY PRODUCED BY HIS SOON COMING:    V-3
      A.  WE'LL BE CLEAN:    (when mom is expecting company, the house is clean)

      B.  WE'LL BE CHANGED:    I Cor 15:51-54
      C.  WE'LL BE COMFORTED:

THE MISSING OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 3:4-10
The one thing that causes one to miss fellowship is sin!!!

  I.  THE DEFINITION OF SIN:    V-4    (commission and omission)

James 4:17    Rom 3:23    Rom 14:23    Proverbs 24:9    I John 5:17

 II.  THE DISPOSING OF SIN:    V-5    "the blood"    I John 1:9

III.  THE DENUNCIATION OF SIN:     V-6    (does not practice sin)
IV.  THE DECEPTION OF SIN:    V-7    Gen 3:6
 V.  THE DESTRUCTION OF SIN:    V-8    (destroy means to "undo")
 VI.  THE DIVINE SEED:    V-9    II Peter 1:4
VII. THE DECIDING FACTOR IS SINFULNESS:    V-10    (fruit reveals)
"living in sin--missing fellowship"    "living right--manifesting fellowship"

THE MUST OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 3:11-18

TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP, YOU MUST LOVE AS JESUS LOVED!!!
  I.  THE EXHORTATION OF CHRIST:    V-11
 II.  THE ERROR OF CAIN:    V-12
III.  THE EXPECTED CONFLICT:    V-13
 IV.  THE ETERNAL CERTAINTY:    V-14
  V.  THE EVIDENCE OF CONDEMNATION:    V-15   (Lk 14:26)
 VI.  THE EXHIBITION OF CHARITY:    V-16
VII. THE EPITOME OF CARNALITY:    V-17   (James 2:15-16
IIX. THE EMBLEM OF CHRISTIANITY:    V-18   (John 13:35)

THE MISSION OF FELLOWSHIP
I John 3:19-24
MISSION:  A specific task with which a person or group is charged.

The fundamental job or duty of fellowship is to...
  I.  ASSURE OF SALVATION:    V-19  (sin always breaks fellowship)

The first thing to happen if fellowship is broken is to doubt your salvation!!!

 II.  ABOLISH SUSPICION:    V-20
"not only when you doubt, but when others doubt"

III.  ACKNOWLEDGE HIS SOVERIGNTY:    V-21
"fellowship always brings us into His presence to follow His directions"

IV.  ADMONISH US IN SUPPLICATION:    V-22
"fellowship will help us to pray"  (prayer is not effective when out of fellowship)

 V.  APPLY THE SCRIPTURE:    V-23
"fellowship is based on what the scripture says"

VI.  ASSIST THE SPIRIT:    V-24

"fellowship is the key to being "Spirit-filled"

THE MISREPRESENTATION OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 4:1-6

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE!!!

  I.  THE EXHORTATION:    V-1  "try the spirits"
 II.  THE EXAMINATION:    V-2   "confesseth"
III.  THE EVIDENCE:    V-3    "confesseth not"
IV.  THE ENDOWMENT:    V-4    "greater is he that is in you"

 V.  THE EXPOSER:    V-5    "they are of the world"
VI. THE EMISSARY:    V-6    "We are of God"

THE MELODY OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 4:7-13

Psm 133:1-3    Philippians 2:2    (singing in harmony)
The melody of fellowship is love...has a sweet sound!!!  NOTICE THE...

  I.  ADMONITION TO LOVE:  V-7  "love one another"   

 II.  ABSENCE OF LOVE:    V-8    I Cor 8:3
III.  APPRECIATION OF LOVE:    V-9    "live through him"
   IV.  AFFIRMATION OF LOVE:    V-10    "sent his Son"  (proof that God loves me)
NOTICE THESE ENEMIES OF FELLOWSHIP...
  I.  THEY ALWAYS DENY CHRIST:    they deny him by...
      A.  REBELLION:    I Sam 15:23    (buck authority)    

      B.  REPLACEMENT:    (bible accuracy)

      C.  REPROACH:    (bad attitude)   

These are "dangerous" times!!!    II Tim 3:1

 II.  THEIR AIM IS TO DESTROY THE CHURCH:    V-19    II Pet 2:1-3   Matt 16:18
      A.  FALSE PREACHERS OF THE WORD:

      B.  FOLLOWERS OF PERNICIOUS WAYS:    (filthy life style)

      C.  FEED UPON THE PEOPLE'S WEALTH:

There will be a "departing" from the truth!!!    I Tim 4:1-3

III.  THEY'RE ABLE TO DECEIVE THE CARNAL:    V-20
      A.  THEY CONFUSE:    

      B.  THEY CONVERT:    (not interested in the lost)
      C.  THEY SOMETIMES COLLIDE:    V-20

You can "discern" the truth!!! 

THE MEANS OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:20-26
  I.  THE PERSON THAT TOUCHES:    V-20  

"furnish what is needed, in the sense of smearing, like salve, or oil, a 'touch'"

 II.  THE PATHWAY IS TRUTH:    V-21
"the road to fellowship is narrow, strait, and sometimes steep"

III.  THE PERVERSION OF THE TRINITY:    V-22

"God intended for us to fellowship with the Father, Son, & Holy Ghost!"
 IV.  THE PLAINNESS OF THEOLOGY:    V-23
"God is not the author of confusion"    I Cor 14:33

  V.  THE PRINCIPLE THAT TRANSFORMS:    V-24
"as we abide in him we are protected form spiritual seduction"

 VI.  THE PROMISE THAT IS THOROUGH:    V-25
"everything is provided by promise, thru grace, for us to have fellowship"

VII. THE PROTECTION FROM THE TEMPTER:    V-26

"all the above makes fellowship and security a reality"
THE MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:26-28

"Fellowship is based on truth, and is broken by error:"

"Minister:  to contribute to, to serve, to help."  NOTICE...
III.  THE VICTORS:    V-13b    "YOUNG MEN"    (STRONG)

IV.  THE VILLAIN:    V-13c    "THE WICKED ONE"    (SEDUCES)

 V.  THE VULNERABLE:    V-13d    "LITTLE CHILDREN"    (SENSITIVE)
VI.  THE VALUABLE:    V-14a    "FATHERS"    (SEASONED)

VII. THE VIGOROUS:    V-14b    "YOUNG MEN"    (STEADFAST)
IIX. THE VICTIM:    V-14c    "OVERCOME THE WICKED ONE"    (SUCCESS)              

THE MANDATE OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:15-17
  I.  THE DESCRIPTION OF THE WORLD:    V-15
      A.  WHAT IT IS NOT:

          1.  Majestic sights  (mountains, rivers, etc.)    Psm 19:1

          2.  Man's soul  John 3:16    God loves man's soul            

          3.  Materialistic substances  

      B.  WHAT IS IT:    "kosmos"    (more attitude than actions)

          1.  Arrangements of life...what men do
          2.  Appetites of life...what men desire

          3.  Atmosphere of life...what men demonstrate    (SIN)
      John 17:6      "saved out of the world"

      John 17:11    "you are in the world"

      John 17:14    "you are not of this world"

      John 17:18    "you are sent into the world"  
 II. THE DEVICES OF THE WORLD:    V-16
      A.  PURPOSE OF THE WORLD:    "replace God's love"
          1.  Companion of the world    James 4:4
          2.  Contamination of the world    James 1:27
          3.  Conformed to the world    Romans 12:1
      B.  PRESSURE OF THE WORLD:

          1.  Lust of the flesh    (appetite---internal---body)
          2.  Lust of the eyes    (appearance---infernal---devil)
          3.  Pride of life          (applause---external---world)
III.  THE DECISION CONCERNING THE WORLD:  V-17  I Cor 3: 12-15
      A.  PASSING WITH GREAT REMORSE:    (crying)    wood, hay, stubble
      B.  PERMANENT WITH GLORIOUS REWARDS:  (crowns) 

      C.  PRECIOUS GRACE TO RESIST:    I Cor 10:13    (communion)
THE MENACE OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:18-20
This portion of scripture deals with the antichrist:   V-18
Notice the antichrist:  John 5:43  II Thes 2:3  John 17:12    the antichrists:  I John 4:1-4

V.  APPROPREATION OF LOVE:    V-11    "love one another"

VI.  AMBITION OF LOVE:    V-12    "perfected in us"
VII. AKNOWLEDING OF LOVE:   V-13    Romans 5:5b

THE MAJESTY OF FELLOWSHIP
I John 4:11-17
Fellowship is high and lifted up because it is based on love, notice the... 

  I.  CHARACTER OF LOVE:    V-11    "God so loved us"

God's wonderful love does not end with Calvary.  It flourishes and is perfected within us.  "God so loved" is a statement that needs to be pondered again and again.  (author unknown)

 II.  COMPLETION OF LOVE:    V-12    "perfected in us"  

III.  CONSCIENCOUSNESS OF LOVE:    V-13    "given us his spirit"
 IV.  CERTIFICATION OF LOVE:    V-14    "sent the Son"
  V.  CONVERSATION OF LOVE:    V-15    "whosoever shall confess"
 VI.  CONVINCING OF LOVE:    V-16    "dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God"
VII. CONSUMATION OF LOVE:    V-17    "our love be made perfect"

THE MASTER OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 4:18-5:3
LOVE IS THE LORD AND MASTER OF FELLOWSHIP, NOTICE...

  I.  THE DETERRENT OF LOVE:    V-17    "fear"    II Tim 1:7
 II.  THE DEBT OF LOVE:    V-19
III.  THE DENIAL OF LOVE:    V-20
 IV.  THE DISPENSING OF LOVE:    V-21    

  V.  THE DEMONSTRATION OF LOVE:    V-1    "him that is begotten"

 VI.  THE DISCERNING OF LOVE:    V-2   "know"  (experience)

VII. THE DELIGHT OF LOVE:    V-3   "commandments are not grievous"

THE MIGHT OF FELLOWSHIP
I John 5:4-10

   THE KEY TO VICTORY IS FELLOWSHIP!!!

   VERSE 4

   OUR BEHAVIOR   "whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world"

   THE WORLD   "the world is the enemy of fellowship, it is not your friend"

   OUR VICTORY   "there is no ties or judge's decisions, you will always be the loser"

   OUR FAITH   "trusting in Christ for victory"
   VERSE 5

   OUR BELIEF   "what you believe will determine your victory"

   THE WORD   "the Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit, this will defeat any enemy"

   OUR VINDICATION   "he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God"

   HIS FIGHT   Romans 8:37  "For we are more than conquerors thru him that loved us" 

   VERSE 6

   OUR BASIS   "the water and the blood"    "this in no way teaches baptismal regeneration"

   THE WITNESS   "the Spirit beareth witness"

   OUR VICTOR    I Corinthians 15:57

   THE FACTS   "because the Spirit is truth"

   VERSE 7

   OUR BATTLE   (the world, the devil, the flesh)  All three are enemies of fellowship"

   OUR WEAPON   "The Father, the Word, and the Spirit, these can defeat any enemy"

   OUR VANTAGE   "these three are one"   "ALL THINGS COMMON, FELLOWSHIP!!!"

   THE FUNDAMENTALS   "the trinity is the foundation of our faith and doctrine"

   VERSE 8

   OUR BLESSING   "these three agree in one"   (fellowship, one accord, all things common)

   OUR WORSHIP   "we worship all three as one"

   HIS VIRTUE   "all three are holy"

   THE FELLOWSHIP   "all three are essential to fellowship"

   VERSE 9

   OUR BOLDNESS   "our boldness is in God"

   OUR WEAKNESS   "men are weak, so is their witness"

   OUR VALOR   "he hath testified of his Son"

   THE FATHER   "the witness of God is greater"

   VERSE 10

   THE BIRTH   "hath the witness in himself"  (must be born again to have fellowship God)

   OUR WEAKNESS   "hath made him a liar"  (living out of fellowship says God lied)

   OUR VALOR   "the record"  (not an angel, or signs in the sky, but the Word of God)

   THE FAITHLESS   "believeth not the record"  (cannot have fellowship outside the Bible)

THE MEASURE OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:3-6

How much fellowship are you having?  Fellowship is measured (how much you are having) by obedience to the Word of God, and love for the brethren. 

  I.  TEST OF CONVERSION:   V-3   "keep his commandments"
"to know is to keep, to keep is to know"
      A.  COMMANDMENTS ARE KEPT:

      B.  CHASTISEMENT IS KNOWN:

      C.  CHARITY IS THE KEY:    (love the brethren)
 II.  TRANSPARENT CONVERSATION:   V-4    "He that saith"
      A.  HYPOCRITICAL LIFE:

      B.  HABITUAL LIAR:

      C.  HEARTLESS OR HURTFUL LANGUAGE:    (slanderous)

III.  TRUE CONSECRATION:   V-5   "whoso keepeth his word"
      A.  LOVE THAT COMPELS:

      B.  LAW THAT CONSTRAINS:

      C.  LIBERTY TO CHOOSE:

 IV.  TRANSFORMED CONDUCT:   V-6   "walk"

      A.  EXALT CHRIST:

      B.  EXHIBIT CHRIST:

      C.  ENCOURAGE CHRISTIANS:

THE MARKS OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:7-11

  I.  THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE COMMANDMENT:   V-7
      John 15:12
 II.  THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST:   V-8
      Matt 5:43&44  Matt 5:46  Luke 6:27  John 15:12  John 15:17

III.  THE EVIDENCE THAT PROVES CONDEMNATION:   V-9

 IV.  THE EXCELLANCE OF CHARITY:   V-10
  V.  THE EXPERIENCE OF CONFUSION:   V-11

THE MATURING OF FELLOWSHIP
I John 2:12-14

  I.  THE VIRTUOUS:   V-12   "LITTLE CHILDREN"   (SINS)

 II.  THE VETERANS:   V-13a   "FATHERS"    (SMART)

THE MANIFESTATION OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 1-4

  I.  HERE WE FIND "REALITY":    V-1   CAN BE "FELT"

 II.  HERE WE FIND "REVELATION":    V-2   CAN BE "FOUND"

III.  HERE WE FIND "RESPONSIBILITY":    V-3a   CAN BE "FRUITFUL"
IV.  HERE WE FIND "RECONCILIATION":    V-3b   CAN HAVE "FELLOWSHIP"
 V.  HERE WE FIND "REJOICING":    V-4   CAN BE "FULL"

THE MAGNITUDE OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 1:5-10
In I John 1:1-4 we find the "manifestation" of fellowship, here we find the...

  I.  MESSAGE OF FELLOWSHIP:    V-5  "GOD IS LIGHT"    Jms 1:17   

 II.  MASQUERADING OF FELLOWSHIP:    V-6    "GROSS LIE"  

III.  MOTIVATION OF FELLOWSHIP:    V-7  "GLORIFIES THE LORD"

IV.  MISTAKING OF FELLOWSHIP:    V-8    "GUIDANCE AND LOVE"

 V.  MERCY OF FELLOWSHIP:    V-9    "GRACE FOR LIVING"

IV. MISCONCEPTION OF FELLOWSHIP:    V-10    "GUARANTEED TO BE LOST"

THE MAINTAINING OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 2:1-2
  I.  THE WORD OF EXHORTATION:   "THAT YE SIN NOT"

Eccl 7:20    Rom 3:10    Isa 64:6    Jms 4:17    Rom 3:23    I Cor 10:31

"when a believer becomes self-occupied, unwatchful, neglectful of prayer, you have sin." 
 II.  THE WAY OF ESCAPE:   "AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER"

Ezek 18:4  Rom 6:23  Rom 5:12  Heb 7:25; 4:15  I Cor 10:13  (comforter in John 14:16)

III.  THE WORK OF EXPIATION:   "HE IS THE PROPITIATION"
In Romans the word is "mercy seat", the meeting place between God and man, here and in chapter 4, it means "atonement".

IV.  THE WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE:   "PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS"

It would be a blessing to hear your testimony here!!!

 V.  THIS IS WRITTEN FOR EVERYONE:   "THE WHOLE WORLD"
John 3:16    II Pet 3:9    I Tim 2:4    Matt 11:28    Rev 22:17    Isa 1:18
THE MANUEL OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 5:11-13

GOD HAS GIVEN US A MANUEL TO LEAD US INTO FELLOWSHIP!!!

  I.  THE SOVEREIGN RECORD:   V-10    THE SCRIPTURES ARE...
      A.  INSPIRED:

      B.  INNERANT:

      C.  INFALLIBLE:

 II.  THE SPIRIT'S REVELATION:   V-11
      A.  CONVICTS THE SINNER:    (draws the sinner)
      B.  CONVINCES THE SINNER:    (disturbs the sinner)
      C.  CONDEMNS THE SINNER:    (dooms the sinner)
III.  THE STARK REALITY:   V-12

      A.  YOU ARE EITHER REBORN OR RELIGIOUS:

      B.  YOU HAVE RECEIVED CHRIST OR REFUSED CHRIST:

      C.  YOU WILL REPENT OR BE REJECTED:

 IV.  THE SAINT'S REFUGE:   V-13    "THE WORD OF GOD"
      A.  WRITTEN TO THE SAINTS:

      B.  THAT THEY MIGHT BE SURE:   "that ye may know"
      C.  THAT THEY CAN TRUST THE SON OF GOD:  "believe on the name of the son"
THE MEDIATOR  OF FELLOWSHIP
I John 5:14-16

PRAYER WILL KEEP FELLOWSHIP GOING!!!

PRAYER WAS IMPORTANT IN THE LIFE OF OUR LORD JESUS;  NOTICE...

1.  HIS MINISTRY COMMENCED BY PRAYER:    Lk 3:21

2.  HIS MINISTRY CONTINUED IN PRAYER:    Mark 1:35-38

3.  HIS MINISTRY COUNTED ON PRAYER:    Lk 5:15-16

4.  HIS DISCIPLES WERE CHOSEN BY PRAYER:    Lk 6:12-13

5.  HIS MIRACLES WERE CONSUMATED BY PRAYER:    Matt 14:23

6.  HIS MINISTRY WAS CONCLUDED BY PRAYER:    Matt 26:39

7.  HIS MINISTRY CONTINUES BY PRAYER:    Heb 7:25

NOTICE ...

  I.  THE SURITY OF PRAYER:   V-14   "this is the confidence"

 II.  THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAYER:   "if we ask"

III.  THE SINCERITY OF PRAYER:  "ask anything according to his will"

 IV.  THE SATISFACTION OF PRAYER:   V-15   "we know that he hear us"

V.  THE SCOPE OF PRAYER:   "whatsoever we ask"

VI.  THE SPECIFICS OF PRAYER:   "we know that we have the petitions" 

  VII. THE SIN UNTO DEATH AND PRAYER:   V-16

THE MOCKING OF FELLOWSHIP

I John 5:16-21

SINFUL LIVING IS A MOCKERY OF FELLOWSHIP!!!

  I.  SIN IS DEADLY:   V-16  "there is a sin into death"

 II.  SIN IS DISCRIBED:   V-17  "all unrighteousness is sin" 

III.  SIN IS DEBILITATING:   "there is a sin not unto death"  (it weakens fellowship)

IV.  SIN DOES NOT DOMINATE:   V-18  "whosoever is born of God sinneth not"

 V.  SIN IS A DECISION:   "keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not"
VI.  SIN'S DOMAIN:   V-19   "whole world lieth in wickedness"

VII. SIN IS DISCERNABLE:   V-20   "hath given us an understanding"

IIX. SIN IS DELIBERATE:   V-21   "keep yourselves from idols" 
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